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• 57.303 inhabitants
• Number of inhabitants 

increasing
• 462 km2
• 20 km from the centre 

of the next largest city 
in Denmark (Aarhus) 
300.000 inhabitants

• Fine nature suited for 
recreation
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• Commuting out of the 
municipality: 16.081

• Commuting into the 
municipality: 10.266

• Average trip length for 
commuting: 20,8 km
(one way)

• Car : Bus : Cycle
17: 5 :1
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• Pavements and 
cycle lanes almost 
everywhere In 
urban areas

• In average 1 or 
more bicycles pr. 
person from the 
age of 4 to 70
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Paths for cyclists in the city of Skanderborg
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• 3 train stations
• Many bus lines
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Transport policy

• Effective infrastructure and a well functioning public 
traffic.

• Good lanes and paths for cyclists and pedestrians 
between residential areas and open landscapes.

• Exciting adventure paths in the nature for citizens 
and tourists. 

• The municipality of Skanderborg will contribute to the 
effort of minimizing the quantity of traffic
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ATN

• Safetyplan
• Safety for cyclists and pedestrians: 
• Skanderborg has got experiences in involving 

citizens:
• Local “vision group”, brainstorming resulting in 700 

ideas, citizens meeting with 300 participants, youth 
conference with 1000 youngsters, 4 town discussion 
groups and 25 village discussion groups. Regarding 
the traffic safety plan the citizens were able to mark 
their routes into the GIS and comment on dangerous 
spots.

• These data have been used for the traffic safety plan 
(2008).
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• Problems
• Cars are used when driving to jobs, delivering 

children at the kindergarten, school etc. or 
going shopping.

• The traffic of Skanderborg contributes with 
50% of the CO2 emissions from the 
community.

• Many Danes suffers from overweight and 
health problems because of a combination of 
bad diet and too little physical activity.
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• wishes:
• Coherent system of lanes and paths for cyclists and 

pedestrians
• Good condition of this system
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• Good facilities for cyclists by train stations, bus lay-
bys and bigger firms

• Get more people use the facilities
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• The overall idea is to make more people walk and bicycle 
instead of using cars with the following purposes:

• Slow down or even stop the increasing of car traffic for the 
benefit of both those, who use cars and those, who choose to 
walk or cycle, maybe in combination with public traffic.

• More safe traffic.
• Better environment: less pollution, including less CO2 emission.

(Plan for Climate and Sustainability which will be revised in 
2010)

• Better health
• Dramatic decrease in health expenditure (400.000 Euro) if you 

can move a person from being physical inactive to being 
medium active. 

• More quality-adjusted life year (QALY)
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ATN

How do we:
• improve the present infrastructure in a cost-effective 

way?
• make walkers and cyclist feel more safe in the traffic?
• make people cycle or walk for shorter trips?
• get people to use a combination of walking/cycling 

and public transport instead of using their car for 
medium and longer trips?

• make more citizens and tourists get good 
experiences when walking or bicycling?

• make effective campaigns?
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What has been done ?
• Annual campaign for getting more 

children to cycle to the school.
In 2008 were more than 2000 
children enrolled in this campaign.

• Many private firms and public 
institutions are part of the annual 
campaign: “We are cycling to our 
job”, which goes on for a month. 
552 participants cycled almost 
40.000 km.

• Project: electronic “experience map”
for bikers and walkers. Together 
with local stakeholders and the 
Forests and Nature Agency under 
the Danish Ministry of the 
Environment.

• All relevant local NGOs, the State 
and the whole city council was 
involved in creating the Municipality 
Action Plan 09
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ATN
• Skanderborgs

contribution to this 
project:

• Our own experiences, 
and what is going on in 
other cities in Denmark

• Local NGOs, the State 
and the whole city 
council was involved in 
creating the Municipality 
Action Plan 09

• Bicycling as a part of the 
image of a modern and 
trendy person

• Developing new ideas 
• Walking/bicycling should 

be the natural choice
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Thank you


