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Today

• About Creative Business @ YSJU
• Our art & design incubators

• The importance of space to create





• Creative Business

• To provide a gateway for creative 
business development and 
enterprise in the York and North 
Yorkshire Region





DesignWorks
• A product Design Incubator 

• Three years in operation

• 10 tenants to date, 5 so far per 
year

• 6 month business planning period

• 12 month business initiation 
period

• invaluable access to workshops



John Green 
is exhibiting 
at dspace 

here in 
Barnsley



John Green at 100%



Thomas Stanley Design







• Not for profit business
• Supporting the arts
• providing studio space / access 

to equipment / exhibition space / 
cafe

• huge success with the studio 
space and exhibitions attracting

• national and international artists
• huge success with the 

incubation scheme funded by 
Business Link Reserve Fund

• keen to continue to attract 
further funding

• in partnership with YSJU 
providing interships / networking 
events / mentoring and more



The Internships
• 5 artists on 15 month 

programme

• 1 shared artist 
workshop

• 1 performance 
company

• shared use of large 
basement space

• 4 more artists to join 
this Summer





Susanne 
Davies

• Susanne, a YSJU 
graduate works with 
‘Threads’ to create gentle 
striking installations such 
as this for the Hugo Boss 
Store launch in 
Manchester last year 



Catherine has been Selected for a 
Darton Commission via Beam with 
Barnsley LIFT.  (February to 
September).

Involvement with community, selected 
artefacts and history groups.  Preparing 
design concept with possible different 
groups: Oral history group, local history 
group, Darton councillor, Darton High 
School and Children's Centre





The importance of 
space to create



Physical Space 
can be critical• DesignWorks

• critical ingredient - high standard 
workshops with CNC lathe and 3D 
Printing

• Bar Lane Studios
• critical ingredients - professional artists 

share building, exhibitions, becoming a 
cultural hub in York. Perfect for 
networking



Other Space

• However
• It is the mental space to create that is 

most important...







Raising The Bar

• Innovation Course from Creative 
Industries Development Agency 
CIDA
• run over 6 months

• 8 day long sessions 

• plus mentoring,  action learning sets 



The Future

• Incubation to grow at YSJ
• Continued collaboration at the Phoenix 

Centre with Science City York

• Bar Lane Studios to take on new intake in 
Summer

• DesignWorks new intake this Autumn



• Before I go…
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