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Barnsley



Barnsley Past

• Coal Mining economy 
decline in 1980 
(67,000 job losses)

• 1999 one of Europe’s • 1999 one of Europe’s 
poorest areas (obj 1)

• Male specialist skill 
based economy

• Social disadvantage
• Poor Health legacy



Remaking Barnsley

• New facilities
• Generating and attracting 

new business
• Improving local skills
• Improving perception• Improving perception
• Diversity of economy 

(factories and small retail)
• Improve transport 

infrastructure
• Improving Town Centre



Facts & Issues
• Urban and Rural (70% greenbelt 

and national park)
• Population of 218,000 (town 

centre 82,000)
• 23% professional & managerial 

(nat av 30%)
• 136,000 residents of working age
• 94,000 in employment
• 85,000 jobs in Barnsley• 85,000 jobs in Barnsley
• 36,000 economically inactive
• One college, one new uni
• 5,120 businesses
• Emerging strength of creative 

industries
• New vision 21st Century Market 

Town ‘Barnsley Markets £170m’
• Development of Town Centre



Creative Industries

• 966 micro 
businesses, 5,792 
employees

• Still growing more 
quickly than the quickly than the 
economy as a whole

• Strengths in Design/ 
visual/digital/fashion

• Emerging under 
graduate community



Support to Creative Industries

• Creative Business Adviser
• Creative Business Grant 

Scheme
• Creative Apprenticeships
• Creative Networking Events
• Incubation work space with • Incubation work space with 

Uni/college
• Creative studio/workshop
• Innovative office/work space
• Exhibition Sales outlets
• Commission/performance 

investment



Creative Priorities

• Cultural Barnsley

• Civic Development

• Digital Media Centre

• Experience Barnsley 
& Town Hall Square



Cultural Barnsley

• New events programme 
to animate town centre

• Creative Retail Galleries
• New Festivals - glass, 

public art, dancepublic art, dance

• Enhanced Facilities 
Cooper Gallery, Wentworth 
Castle, Cannon Hall 
Museum, Elsecar Heritage 
Centre



Civic
• Grade II listed Victorian 

£15m building 
refurbishment

• Three floors of design 
and craft retail

• Exhibition Gallery
• Event/Conference Centre
• Contemporary 

performance space
• Outdoor performance 

gardens



Digital Media Centre
• Striking architecture 

£10m development
• Environmentally 

sustainable
• Nurturing environment 

for CDI businessesfor CDI businesses
• 75 units from 1 – 2 

person work pods to 
larger offices

• Conference/meeting 
facilities

• Exhibition space



Experience Barnsley

• Conversion of existing 
civic town hall to 
incorporate new 
museum social 
history experience history experience 
£4m development 
2012.

• New civic square, 
fountains and public 
realm



International Learning
• Urbact II ‘Creative Clusters 

in Low Density Urban Areas’
• INTELI (Innovation Centre, 

Portugal)
• Municipality of Óbidos, Lead 

Partner, (Portugal)
• Enguera (Spain)
• Reggio Emilia (Italy)
• Cantazaro (Italy)
• Mizil (Romania)
• City of Hódmez� vásárhely 

(Hungary)
• Municipality of Viareggio (Italy)


