An example of real youth participation/ initiative/ action
The Antwerp Youth Cabinet
(1)     What was the activity about and when and where did it take place?
As a preparation for the local elections our deputy mayor Robert Voorhamme organised a youth cabinet.  In these cabinet participated young people out of Antwerp with an age from 16 to 25 years.  The main objective of these cabinet was to compose a program for the deputy mayor of youth that was inspirited on the ideas of the young them self.  


(2)     Who made the initiative and how? What was the role of the young in initiating it?
The mayor appealed to an experienced youth worker to organise a few sessions to think about the youth policy of the city and to talk about their dreams linked to Antwerp.  The initiative did not go out from the young people themselves but was initiated by the mayor.  The final product was a result of the youngsters their ideas and their strains.  Untill today the mayor of youth asks advice to the cabinet.  


(3)     In which way do you think this was real, and perhaps innovative youth engagement/ activity?
A weakness of the youth cabinet is that there didn’t participate low qualified youngsters.  Despite of the limited mix these initiative is an nice example of participation of youngsters at a level of policy making.  The ideas of the youth cabinet are integrated in the mayors program.

(4)     Contact information to explore the case further

Below you find the contact information of the youth worker who organised the start of the youth.  He has a lot of experience when it comes to youth participation.
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