Interesting activities were the young people really participated and involved.

There is no special Warsaw big  project which involved all young people. But we can mention some activities which are organized in national or local level;

· “Wielka Orkiestra Świątecznej Pomocy” (The Great Orchestra of Festive Help) – every second Sunday of January (since 1992) thousands of young people collect money for special aims (special medical equipment for sick children). In Warsaw thousands of children and young people provide public collection of money, provide concerts, exhibitions, culture events. They organize a lot of special school or local events. All of them do it voluntarily. It is a quite social phenomena that one day a year so many young people all over the country think and do a great job for other people. Every year the sum of collected money is higher. The leader of Wielka Orkiestra Świątecznej Pomocy, Mr Owsiak is a real authority for Poles (he is situated as one of five the most important Poles in our society);
· The EU Parade – every May in Warsaw (since 1994) the Great European Parade is organized by the Robert Schuman’s Polish Foundation. This is one-day parade where young people show their support for the EU. The biggest and the most important parade were in 2004 – the year of Poland’s access to the EU. A lot of youngsters who participated in the European School Clubs movement involved in preparing special events, seminars, quizzes;
· Young district councils – they exist in 12 districts. Young people (encouraged by teachers) start to organize some discussions about their problems. Now it has been discussing a role of adults in building the councils. Some of city deputies want to organize council in “officially way”, but representatives of the Education Department are against that.
· Projects realized within EU programs (Comenius, Leonardo da Vinici), bilateral school contacts, international youth exchanges – there are more than 200 schools of Warsaw involved in such activities;
· Projects provided by NGO-s and financed by Warsaw local education (aimed for educational issues – multicultural education, peer education, negotiation, inclusive projects – during two years we raised the amount of donation (from 850 000 PLN to 4 000 000 PLN – 1 000 000 euro). There are some young people who are involved in those projects – e.g. peer education;

· Activities of some organization for youngsters – scouts, church movements, extra schools centers of culture and sport
· Projects conducted by local authorities – e.g. “Local authority is cool”, Warsaw Education Initiatives competition.

But most of those mentioned activities are realized for those young people who are active,  conscious of the role of social participation. The real situation is rather sad. Polish – and Warsaw – youngsters are weakly involved in social life. Due to annual surveys (“School without violence” national program, 2008, http://www.szkolabezprzemocy.pl) more than 50% of pupils have no knowledge about their students’ rights and role of school ombudsman, only 50% of students worked for their school societies (within last two years). 
The reasons of that situation:

· quality of teaching and upbringing in Polish schools. There is no time for social involvement and extra activities – the curriculum is overloaded, teachers are interested in teaching and getting higher scores in external exams. Teachers do not have time how to be responsible and conscious citizen of local and national society. The mentioned surveys show that only 27 % of boys and 38% of girls participate in nongovernmental organizations. What is more interesting – pupils of upper secondary schools lose their interest in social activities, they start to think that there is no sense to work for other people. 
· The lack of interest could be interpreted as a aversion to official, formalized structure of organizations. They don’t want to participate in political parties or even associations. They prefer “short” campaigns (e.g. ecological campaign for “Rospuda Valley in Northern Poland or support for democratic Belarusya). So the young people can do important activities when they know that they are real partners and the have impact on the realization. Probably only authentic, real initiatives can be provided with the success.

· the scale of Warsaw – in such a great city (almost 2 mln inhabitants) it is difficult to provide a large projects, although there are a lot of small initiatives

· Internet and communication . 
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