
THE HOUSING IN TORRENT

Torrent is located in the metropolitan area of Vale ncia and it is the 
capital of the region of l'Horta Sud. Torrent is on e of the biggest  

cities of province of Valencia.



1) TORRENT:
 

• Mediterranean City with 85.000 
inhabitants

•Big city

• Service sector and agriculture, 
with 20% unemployment rate

• Wide social fabric 
with high capacity of 
social pressure

• Demographical 
expansion, with 12% of 
immigration rate

TORRENT:



•Importance of the 
Roma community 
presence 

• Social demand – 
it is important to 
express the 
continiuos 
necesities to the 
leaders who 
govern TORRENT

THE ECONOMIC CRISIS

Strong economic crisis which has impacted 
economies on the world level has, unfortunately, it s 
correspondent consequences  reflected in people´s 

daily lives 



The groups which has been attended by this Departme nt 
are the following:

• Families which already has been attended by this 
Department before the economic crisis. However the 
situation gets more complicated due to their low 
qualification level and leaves them out of labor ma rket 

2. Immigrant population with illegal status, group with a high 
growth tendency  which has a lack in any measure of  
social inclusion due to their situation



3. People who used to have job and could cover thei r own 
expenses. Unemployment and the lack of resources ma kes a 
special influence over this groups whose activities  basically 
are concentrated within building industry sector or  
associated to this sector companies. 

4. Groups  affected by The Dependency Law , who are  in an 
indirect way pin on obtaining a disability allowanc e (benefits) 
with a social assistance character, considering it as a stable 
income

3) STORY OF THE SOCIAL 
INTERVENTION INTO HOUSING 

In 80th Roma community was 
concentrated basically in 
three settlements of 
substandard housing 
(shantytowns) situated along 
the ravine that crosses the 
North side of the city



During 90th they have accommodated families from th ree 
shantytowns in two social housing blocks that hoste d 150 

families



BLOCK 1 (Finca Blanca):

Had a stunning state of 
deterioration, extreme social 

circumstances(overcrowdness, 
drugs traffic, lack of hygiene, 
problems with children and 

youngsters)

The City Council decided to 
demolish shantytowns and 

relocate the families

BLOCK 2 (Finca roja:)

The level of deterioration is lower, so they 
decided  to maintain it. Includes 90 families 
which form the largest excluded group



• Most of the city is compounded with four-storey bui ldings on 
average, there are the residential areas such as Ve dat

• Old Town: houses of one or two floors, old houses i nhabited 
mostly by aged people

• Parc central: new buildings over five floors, it ha s been 
currently stopped due to the economic crisis

• Xenillet and Benissaet: old housing, poor facilitie s, higher level 
of deterioration comparing with other areas, social  
circumstances that lead to increased concentrations  of 
socially excluded groups

Current State of the situation:

Housing Situation Mapping in marginal areas 
of Torrent:

• Average age over 32 years

• High percentage of State Subsidized Housing in 
comparison with other areas 

• The average size is 80 m2

• Lack of facilities and equipment 

• Low state of preservation

• The degree of satisfaction with housing is consider ably 
lower than in other areas of the city



• An increasing number of people attending the depart ment 
with problems of housing lack and employment

• The lowest rent rate is around 400 €, an amount tha t 
coincides with the benefits amount from social assi stance, 
too little for subsistence

• The mortgages represent a high cost percentage with in the 
family income taking off their livelihood.

Housing Situation Mapping in marginal areas 
of Torrent:

1) Management of financial aids provided by other p ublic bodies for the rent 
payment support 

Advantages: 
• We take an advantage from already existing channels of social 

benefits without consuming our own recourses 
Disadvantages:
• Lack of recourses

• In the majority of cases citizens don´t have appropriate 
documents (illegal contracts)

• There is no appropriate housing for rent

Housing Program



2) Economic aids :

The City council helps families with the rent payments 
Advantages:
•  Inicial renting: support with the initial outlay.
• Already formalized rent: support during the maximum 

possible period
Disadvantages :
• Consume a significant part from the total foreseen 

aids in the budget
• There is a risk to help people in a particular situation 

but not in a long-term perspective 

Housing Program

Housing Program

3) Dealing with the VALENCIAN INSTITUTE  OF HOUSING (V IH) for the issue 
of social housing 

 
Block of 90 apartments with low-rent rates provided  with appropriate equipment .

Advantages : 
•Low-rent rate, it doesn´t exceed 150€ per month
• The City Council coordinates its work with VIH and prepares the 
adjudications 
Disadvantages:
•Vertical shantytowns, argues about unpaid rent, neighbors 
associations and the illegal occupation
•Deterioration of houses
•Limited  flexibility in the repair and delivery of houses to the new 
owners



4)Low-rent municipal housing distributed among the ci tizens
The City Council has five houses in appropriate conditions 

dispersed around the city. They offer low-rent rate which does not 
exceed 50 € per month
Advantages : 
•Fast Delivery
•Dispersion within the city minimizes neighborhood conflicts
Disadvantages :
•Low mobility
•Often non-payment
•Doesn´t correspond to the initial objectives (temporary houses)

Programa de vivienda

Housing Program

5)Dispers families in new homes in the district of PA RC CENTRAL
 According to urban planning some families have been reallocated into modern eight 

levels houses that are new and well equipped in the growing areas/districts of the city

Advantages : 
•Streamlined model of dispersion
•Successful 
Disadvantages :
•Doesn´t cover a great number of families
•Arise as a result of urban adjustment and not as a result of a 

general plan of housing



FUTURE CHALLANGES
• Key-problem of the equal society development , low-rate rent, aids 

addressed to the groups like young or/and aged people 

• To commit the beneficiaries to take care of the house and its 
equipment  allowing work of repairing and construction as a way of 
payment 

• Usage of temporary houses in order to facilitate the family 
integration and after give them opportunity to move to another 
better house

• Program the dispersal plans in order to eradicate ghettos 

• Integrated  housing policies
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Torrent is located in the metropolitan area of Vale
ncia and it is the 

capital of the region of l'Horta Sud. Torrent is on
e of the biggest  

cities of province of Valencia.
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1) TORRENT:
 

• Mediterranean City with 85.000 
inhabitants

•Big city

• Service sector and agriculture, 
with 20% unemployment rate
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• Wide social fabric 
with high capacity of 
social pressure

• Demographical 
expansion, with 12% of 
immigration rate

TORRENT:
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•Importance of the 
Roma community 
presence 

• Social demand – 
it is important to 
express the 
continiuos 
necesities to the 
leaders who 
govern

TORRENT
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THE ECONOMIC CRISIS

Strong economic crisis which has impacted 
economies on the world level has, unfortunately, it

s 
correspondent consequences  reflected in people´s 

daily lives 
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The groups which has been attended by this Departme
nt 

are the following:
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•
Families which already has been attended 

by this 
Department before the economic crisis. However the 
situation gets more complicated due to their low 
qualification level and leaves them out of labor ma

rket 

2. Immigrant population with illegal status, group with a high 
growth tendency  which has a lack in any measure of

 
social inclusion due to their situation
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3. People who used to have job and could cover thei
r own 

expenses. Unemployment and the lack of resources ma
kes a 

special influence over this groups whose activities
 basically 

are concentrated within building industry sector or
 

associated to this sector companies. 

4. Groups  affected by The Dependency Law , who are
 in an 

indirect way pin on obtaining a disability allowanc
e (benefits) 

with a social assistance character, considering it 
as a stable 

income



10

3) STORY OF THE SOCIAL 
INTERVENTION INTO HOUSING 

In 80th Roma community was 
concentrated basically in 
three settlements of 
substandard housing 
(shantytowns) situated along 
the ravine that crosses the 
North side of the city
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During 90th they have accommodated families from th
ree 

shantytowns in two social housing blocks that hoste
d 150 

families
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BLOCK 1 (Finca Blanca):

Had a stunning state of 
deterioration, extreme social 

circumstances(overcrowdness, 
drugs traffic, lack of hygiene, 
problems with children and 

youngsters)

The City Council decided to 
demolish shantytowns and 

relocate the families



14

BLOCK 2 (Finca roja:)

The level of deterioration is lower, so they 
decided  to maintain it. Includes 90 families 
which form the largest excluded group
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•
Most of the city is compounded with four-storey bui

ldings on 
average, there are the residential areas such as Ve

dat

•
Old Town: houses of one or two floors, old houses i

nhabited 
mostly by aged people

•
Parc central: new buildings over five floors, it ha

s been 
currently stopped due to the economic crisis

•
Xenillet and Benissaet: old housing, poor facilitie

s, higher level 
of deterioration comparing with other areas, social

 
circumstances that lead to increased concentrations

 of 
socially excluded groups

Current State of the situation:
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Housing Situation Mapping in marginal areas 
of Torrent:

•
Average age over 32 years

•
High percentage of State Subsidized Housing in 
comparison with other areas 

•
The average size is 80 m2

•
Lack of facilities and equipment 

•
Low state of preservation

•
The degree of satisfaction with housing is consider

ably 
lower than in other areas of the city
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•
An increasing number of people attending the depart

ment 
with problems of housing lack and employment

•
The lowest rent rate is around 400 €, an amount tha

t 
coincides with the benefits amount from social assi

stance, 
too little for subsistence

•
The mortgages represent a high cost percentage with

in the 
family income taking off their livelihood.

Housing Situation Mapping in marginal areas 
of Torrent:
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1) Management of financial aids provided by other p
ublic bodies for the rent 

payment support 

Advantages: 
•

We take an advantage from already existing channels of social 
benefits without consuming our own recourses 

Disadvantages:
•

Lack of recourses

•
In the majority of cases citizens don´t have appropriate 
documents (illegal contracts)

•
There is no appropriate housing for rent

Housing Program
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2) Economic aids:

The City council helps families with the rent payments 
Advantages:
•

 Inicial renting: support with the initial outlay.
•

Already formalized rent: support during the maximum 
possible period

Disadvantages:
•

Consume a significant part from the total foreseen 
aids in the budget

•
There is a risk to help people in a particular situation 
but not in a long-term perspective 

Housing Program
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Housing Program

3) Dealing with the VALENCIAN INSTITUTE  OF HOUSING (V
IH) for the issue 

of social housing 
 

Block of 90 apartments with low-rent rates provided
 with appropriate equipment

.

Advantages : 
•Low-rent rate, it doesn´t exceed 150€ per month
• The City Council coordinates its work with VIH and prepares the 
adjudications 
Disadvantages:
•Vertical shantytowns, argues about unpaid rent, neighbors 
associations and the illegal occupation
•Deterioration of houses
•Limited  flexibility in the repair and delivery of houses to the new 
owners
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4)Low-rent municipal housing distributed among the ci
tizens

The City Council has five houses in appropriate conditions 
dispersed around the city. They offer low-rent rate which does not 
exceed 50 € per month
Advantages: 
•Fast Delivery
•Dispersion within the city minimizes neighborhood conflicts
Disadvantages:
•Low mobility
•Often non-payment
•Doesn´t correspond to the initial objectives (temporary houses)

Programa de vivienda
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Housing Program

5)Dispers families in new homes in the district of PA
RC CENTRAL

 According to urban planning some families have been reallocated into modern eight 
levels houses that are new and well equipped in the growing areas/districts of the city

Advantages: 
•Streamlined model of dispersion
•Successful 
Disadvantages:
•Doesn´t cover a great number of families
•Arise as a result of urban adjustment and not as a result of a 

general plan of housing
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FUTURE CHALLANGES
•

Key-problem of the equal society development, low-rate rent, aids 
addressed to the groups like young or/and aged people 

•
To commit the beneficiaries to take care of the house and its 
equipment  allowing work of repairing and construction as a way of 
payment 

•
Usage of temporary houses in order to facilitate the family 
integration and after give them opportunity to move to another 
better house

•
Program the dispersal plans in order to eradicate ghettos 

•
Integrated housing policies


