Jon Bloomfield. CV Highlights

Born in London in 1950, I studied history at Cambridge University and gained  a degree in 1971 and a Doctorate of Philosophy in 1975. 

Currently I am head of European Policy, at Advantage West Midlands (AWM), the Regional Development Agency, Birmingham, UK and an Honorary Research Fellow at the College of Social Sciences, Birmingham University. I undertake both roles half-time.

Career highlights over the last decade include the following.

·      Key organiser of major new EU programme on Climate change.

Since autumn 2008, I have led the development of the work of six European regions and brought them together with five leading academic institutions in the successful application to the European Institute of Innovation and Technology for a Climate Knowledge Innovation Community. Climate KIC is a project designed to help Europe to mitigate and adapt to climate change. It is guaranteed a minimum existence of seven years and our application until 2013 is worth €80 million. Following the success of the application I have been responsible for the co-ordination and engagement of the six regions within Climate KIC.

·     I have been a member of the EU Commission study team working with Chinese colleagues as part of the EU-China Policy Dialogue organised by DG Regional Policy.

This project team investigated and compared regional policy in both Continents. In this role I played a full part in the team’s activities and wrote a 16,000 word paper entitled, ‘The Challenge of Migration: Contrasting Experiences of Europe and China.’ I presented the main findings at seminars in both Beijing and Brussels.

·    Chief author of the West Midlands Regional Competitiveness and Employment Programme, ERDF Operational Programme 2007-2013, worth €400 million.

I have written the socio-economic analysis and overarching strategy for the programme, embedded sustainability issues within it and overseen the preparation of its key priorities. This work involved detailed collaboration with partners and extensive consultation. I undertook detailed negotiations with the European Commission in preparation of the final document and engaged in the final negotiations with Commission officials.

·    The expert adviser on governance to the EU Committee of the Regions (CoR) Commission on Institutional Affairs. 

In this capacity in 2007 I drafted a 90 page report on the local and regional dimensions of the EU’s Communications Policy and presented the findings at a conference with EU Commissioner Wahlstrom. I have subsequently written major reports on the local and regional application of the Charter of Fundamental Rights and on the Future of the COR.
·    Policy lessons of the EQUAL programme
I wrote five reports on the policy lessons of 4 EU Equal programmes involving the city of Birmingham and 14 other cities in 9 different EU countries. I presented the findings at a Brussels conference on a platform with 3 MEPs and the Director General of DG Regional Policy.

·    I wrote the policy paper for the Swedish government/European Commission conference Urban Futures 2.0, May 2006, Stockholm. 
This outlined a sustainable model of urban development and made the 
climate change agenda one of the four key challenges facing cities.
· Responsible for maximising the amount and effective use of EU            resources within Birmingham. 
I shaped and managed large ERDF and ESF programmes and been involved in project conception, development, successful bidding and implementation. Almost 200 million Euro was committed to these projects in the 2000-2006 Objective 2 programme.

· Organised a Summit of the Cities alongside the G8 World Summit    in Birmingham in June 1998. 
· This Summit was attended by Mayors from all Birmingham’s partner cities plus Barcelona, Chongqing, St.Petersburg, Toronto and Yokohama with papers and discussion on a range of topics. I edited and published the proceedings as conference papers with a Foreword by  UK Prime Minister Tony Blair.

· Responsible for the development of the Birmingham – Guangzhou twinning link. 
Oversaw preparation of this partnership and all the arrangements for the signing of the link in Guangzhou in 2005.

