
How Bergamo promote urban agriculture



Bergamo: facts and figures

⋅ “Alta” vs “Bassa”

⋅ 25 neighbourhoods

⋅ 122.000 inhabitants 

⋅ Municipal Botanical Garden

⋅ Parco del Colli di Bergamo

⋅ Creative City UNESCO for Gastronomy

⋅ Venetian Walls UNESCO World Heritage

⋅ Bergamo-Brescia Capitale italiana Cultura 2023 



- Year 2015-2019: The Agriculture Council allows local stakeholders to 
discuss policies for agricultural development in the urban and 
peri-urban area and promotes farmers' markets in different 
neighborhoods of the city to bring citizens closer to local and quality 
food producers.

-  January 2019: By signing the Milan Urban Food Policy Pact, the 
Council becomes Food Policy Council expanding its perspective to 
the Food Policy policies of the City of Bergamo as a whole.

-Today: There are many actors participating in the Council: the L. Rota 
Botanical Garden, Chamber of Commerce, UNIBG, Slow Food, Market 
and Citizenship, Coldiretti, Confagricoltura, Acli Bergamo, Engim, 
Bio-district, Aspan, Dispensa Sociale, etc..

-Organizes several events common to the different realities (e.g., 
AgriCultura e Diritto al Cibo)

The Agriculture 
Council (then 
Food Policy 
Council)
www.foodpolicybergamo.it



Food Policy 
Strategy

- RECOGNISING THE COLLECTIVE VALUE OF AGRICULTURE
AND THE RURAL LANDSCAPE;

- PROMOTING PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE  DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL 
AGRI-FOOD PRODUCTION;

- PROMOTING THE SUSTAINABILITY OF AGRI-FOOD SUPPLY 
CHAINS;



Created on the occasion of the G7 of Agriculture held in Bergamo in 
2017.

Event dedicated to the in-depth study of issues concerning food and 
its production chains, for a local and environmentally friendly 
agriculture.

Organizes farmers' markets, seminars, conferences and educational 
workshops open to all citizens.

AgriCultura e 
Diritto al Cibo

www.agriculturabg.it

http://www.agriculturabg.it/
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City 
Bergamo

Main actors 
City Government, Local 
Producers, AFNs, Urban 
Veg Gardens

Duration 
Ongoing since 2017

Bergamo Green

Beneficiaries
Citizens, Local 
Producers



City 
Bergamo

Main actors 
Local Producers, 
schools, school 
canteens provider

Duration 
Ongoing since 2021

School Canteens

Beneficiaries
Students and teachers

- Increasing of organic and locally food products in the school canteens;
- PILOT ACTION ‘THE GOOD CANTEEN’ - EUROPEAN FOOD TRAILS PROJECT
- ‘Green Menu": new school menus with vegetable proposals (whole cereals, 

legumes, vegetables) and reduction of animal proteins and educational 
activities aimed at students, teachers and parents.

- Raising awareness of climate change issues, stimulating reflection on the 
importance of the ecological footprint of food;

- Spreads knowledge of food production, with particular reference to the path 
of food (how it is produced, where it comes from, seasonality) and the 
importance of plant and agronomic biodiversity.

95% 

organic

50% local



City 
Bergamo

Main actors 
Local Producers, 
schools, school 
canteens provider

Duration 
Ongoing since 2021

School Canteens

Beneficiaries
Students and teachers

    



City 
Bergamo

Main actors 
Local Producers, 
schools, school 
canteens provider

Duration 
Ongoing since 2021

School Canteens

Beneficiaries
Students and teachers

  
 



City 
Bergamo

Main actors 
Bars, restaurants, 
gastronomies, canteens

Duration 
Ongoing since 2024

Green Menu

Beneficiaries
Citizens and tourists

  
 1. Awareness raising among citizens to increase the 

consumption of vegetable protein while decreasing the 
consumption of animal protein is good for health and helps 
the environment;

2. Gastronomies, bars and restaurants in the city join the Green 
Menu, guaranteeing at least one totally vegetable dish for 
each course;

3. one of the criteria to obtain logo of Green Menu is 
promoting local products.



Farmers’ market 
in Bergamo

1. 7 farmers' markets in the municipality (1 Slow Food, 3 Campagna Amica 
Market, Confagricoltura, Market and Citizenship Association)

1. Small and medium-sized farms and farmers focused on quality 
agriculture, peasant forms of farming, and local handicrafts

1. Fresh, seasonal, largely organic products. The logistics is zero km, resulting 
in shorter transport routes for goods



Biodiversity 
Valley

1. Open-air museum dedicated to the study and 
conservation of botanical collections of great food 
significance;

1. The Valley covers 9,000 square meters, where 1,500 
varieties of more than 300 food plant species are 
cultivated;

1. Educational and training activities aimed at raising 
awareness of the importance of biodiversity.

www.ortobotanicodibergamo.it



The new Land Use 
Plan

1. Creation of a "green belt" surrounding the City

1. Acquisition of 300,000 square meters of land to be used for 
the expansion of the Park of the Hills

1. 800,000 square meters will be made agricultural areas

1. Future overall expansion of the Park of the Hills  planned 
up to 3 million square meters
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The Bio-district

1. It is an area in which certified organic farms operate 
and a model of sustainable development involving all 
local communities that want to act with respect for the 
environment and resources.

1. Forty entities, including companies, cooperatives, and 
institutions, are members. The Municipality of Bergamo is 
among the founding members;

1. Goal: to enhance the method of organic farming, with 
particular attention to the socio-occupational inclusion 
of disadvantaged people.

www.biodistrettobg.it



Food-District of the 
Bergamo area, 
Valleys and Lakes

 Consortium of 40 actors involved in Bergamo’s 
food system (cooperatives, consortia, farms and 
municipalities)
- preservation of Bergamo’s food and wine 

heritage;
- support of agricultural production;
- decreasing the environmental impact of 

production and reducing food waste.



Thank you!

foodpolicybergamo@comune.bergamo.it
www.foodpolicybergamo.it 

http://www.foodpolicbergamo.it

