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Working with nature to solve societal challenges: why and how? 
The value and implementation of Nature-Based Solutions
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While we are waiting to start, discuss with your
neighbour what Nature-Based Solutions are for them



Today’s objectives

• To distil the importance of Nature-Based 

Solutions 

• To inspire YOU about what has already been 

done in some cities

• To provide with you with a realm of extra 
information on Nature-Based Solutions



Agenda

• Analog slido

• Nature-Based Solutions and URBACT

• Cities’ inspirations

• Urban Agenda Partnership on greening 

cities’ inspiration



On the stage today

• Marcelline Bonneau, URBACT Expert, Moderator

• Carmel Lynch, GreenPlace, Limerick City and County Council, Ireland

• Ana Pinheira, BiodiverCity, Guimaraes, Portugal

• Jolanta Reca, Re-Gen, Daugavpils, Latvia

• Mihaela Florea, Urban Agenda Partnership on Greening Cities, Romanian

Ministry of Development, Public Works and Administration



Analog slido

How do you define Nature-Based Solutions?



Analog slido

Has your city implemented any type of Nature-Based

Solutions?



Analog slido

What do you expect from today’s session?



NATURE-BASED 
SOLUTIONS AND 
URBACT
The Knowledge Hub on 
Nature-Based Solutions



A definition

“solutions that are inspired and supported by 

nature, which are cost-effective, simultaneously

provide environmental, social and economic

benefits and help build resilience” (EC)



A bottom-up approach

GreenPlace

BiodiverCity

Re-Gen

URBACT Good Practices

➢ It’s only the beginning!



Objectives of the 
NbS Knowlege Hub

To give visibility to URBACT cities 

To inspire about Nature-Based Solutions

To provide insights into already tested solutions

To enable contacting other experienced cities

To share successes but also challenges



What’s in it for me?





Find it easily online!

https://urbact.eu/knowledge-hub/nature-based-solutions

https://urbact.eu/knowledge-hub/nature-based-solutions
https://urbact.eu/knowledge-hub/nature-based-solutions
https://urbact.eu/knowledge-hub/nature-based-solutions
https://urbact.eu/knowledge-hub/nature-based-solutions
https://urbact.eu/knowledge-hub/nature-based-solutions
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Let’s give the floor
to our inspiring
cities! 



Sustainable 
community 
(sub)urban 
greenspaces
Limerick, Ireland

Carmel Lynch



The starting point

• Unused Brownfield Site left over from an 

Active Travel Project

• Site had no function

• No play area for children

• Located in high residential area

• Drainage was an issue, wet site

• Opportunity for NbS for natural play, drainage, 

increase biodiversity



The action
Community Engagement

• From the outset of the project: voice and decision power

• Created interest by using different themes for events, ie nature 

workshops, tree planting, bioblitz

• Wetland specialist to advise on design

NBS Guiding Principles

• SUDS features such as rain gardens and swales

• Recycling of all parts of three felled trees, providing seating, 

sculptures, play elements

• Natural re-colonisation by local flora

• Creating play opportunity through modelling of existing 

ground

• Improving biodiversity by native woodland and hedge planting

Masterplan prepared



The changes it
brought
• Change in perception of what playgrounds can be: safe 

space to play, low carbon site, nature connection, social 

interaction, education in the outdoors & learning

• Effective use of natural materials for a sustainable play 

environment

• Blueprint for how open spaces can be developed and at 

little cost and informs play policy

• Awareness on climate actions and biodiversity : 

• impact on other city departments: 
• NBS concepts considered in multiple locations in 

Limerick. 

• Small natural play sites have been rolled out in a 
number of locations.

• First-time Central Government €100,000 fund for natural 

play projects in 2026





Further links and references

Sustainable community (sub)urban greenspaces

URBACT GreenPlace network 

Horizon 2020 GoGreenRoute project

Limerick City and Environs Green and Blue Infrastructure Strategy

Limerick Biodiversity Action Plan 2025-2030

Tree Policy for Limerick

ttps://urbact.eu/good-practices/sustainable-community-suburban-greenspaces
ttps://urbact.eu/good-practices/sustainable-community-suburban-greenspaces
hhttps://urbact.eu/networks/greenplace
hhttps://urbact.eu/networks/greenplace
https://www.limerick.ie/council/services/business-and-economy/eu-programmes/gogreenroutes
https://www.limerick.ie/council/services/business-and-economy/eu-programmes/gogreenroutes
https://www.limerick.ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2023-05/Limerick%20City%20and%20Environs%20Green%20and%20Blue%20Infrastructure%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.limerick.ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2023-05/Limerick%20City%20and%20Environs%20Green%20and%20Blue%20Infrastructure%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.limerick.ie/council/services/environment-and-climate-action/limerick-biodiversity-action-plan/limerick
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https://www.limerick.ie/council/services/environment-and-climate-action/limerick-biodiversity-action-plan/limerick
https://www.limerick.ie/council/services/environment-and-climate-action/tree-policy/tree-policy-for-limerick
https://www.limerick.ie/council/services/environment-and-climate-action/tree-policy/tree-policy-for-limerick
https://www.limerick.ie/council/services/environment-and-climate-action/tree-policy/tree-policy-for-limerick


Wildlife 
pond
Guimarães, Portugal

Ana Pinheira



The starting point
• The Guimarães Pedagogical Garden is a strategic 

urban-agricultural site with 500+ users, crossed by 

the Costa/Couros stream.

• A decline in local biodiversity was observed, with 

knock-on effects on key ecosystem services such as 

pollination.

• The area lacked small wet habitats that support 

amphibians, aquatic insects, birds and overall 

ecological functionality.

• Opportunity for a small-scale, replicable NbS to 

strengthen ecological connectivity within the 

municipality’s Green-Blue infrastructure approach.

August 2024



The action

• Baseline ecological survey to establish a 

starting reference.

• Community-supported construction of a 

wildlife pond as a NbS. 

• Installation of nest boxes for birds and bats. 

• Creation/diversification of micro-habitats to 

increase habitat variety and ecological function. 

• A hands-on workshop involving the URBACT 

Local Group (ULG), garden users and local 

volunteers to build ownership and long-term 

care. 

October 2024



The changes it
brought
• Increase in native species diversity and strong 

community participation.

• Demonstrated the technical feasibility of 

integrating NbS in an urban-agricultural context. 

• Living demonstrator, showing how targeted 

micro-interventions can support broader 

ecological restoration and connectivity goals. 

• Monitoring was designed as a systematic 

programme (starting Oct 2024) to track 

biodiversity indicators and participation metrics. 

September 2025



Further links and references

URBACT IV  BiodiverCity - Integrated action plan, Guimarães

URBACT BiodiverCity network

Community-based approaches to foster urban biodiversity

https://urbact.eu/sites/default/files/2025-12/IAP-Guimar%C3%A3es%20%28ENG%29.pdf
https://urbact.eu/sites/default/files/2025-12/IAP-Guimar%C3%A3es%20%28ENG%29.pdf
https://urbact.eu/sites/default/files/2025-12/IAP-Guimar%C3%A3es%20%28ENG%29.pdf
https://urbact.eu/sites/default/files/2025-12/IAP-Guimar%C3%A3es%20%28ENG%29.pdf
https://urbact.eu/networks/biodivercity
https://urbact.eu/networks/biodivercity
https://labpaisagem.pt/en/projetos/biodivercity-2/
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Esplanade park

Daugavpils, Latvia

Jolanta Reča



The starting point

Before development, the area was a natural, 

chaotic open space without clear structure or 

purpose.

In 2016, Esplanade Rest Park became the first 

urban bike park in the Baltics.

The municipality, together with Velosolutions

Latvija, LTD, aimed to create a modern space 

for active recreation.

August 2024



The action

A 4-hectare multifunctional park was built, 

including a cycling track, skatepark, skills parks 

and children’s areas.

It is adapted for 8 different types of wheeled 

sports.

August 2024



The changes it
brought

The park transformed the area into a vibrant, 

safe and inclusive destination for all ages.

It was created as a multifunctional space for 

youth, promoting active lifestyles and 

strengthening the city’s modern image, while 

maintaining ecological quality.

August 2024



Further links and references

Esplanade rest park

URBACT Re-Gen network

A Public open space

https://www.visitdaugavpils.lv/en/turisma-objekts/esplanades-atputas-parks/
https://www.visitdaugavpils.lv/en/turisma-objekts/esplanades-atputas-parks/
https://urbact.eu/networks/re-gen
https://urbact.eu/networks/re-gen
https://urbact.eu/networks/re-gen
https://urbact.eu/networks/re-gen
https://urbact.eu/networks/re-gen
https://storage.basecamp.com/bc4-production-activestorage/be9f1b6zlw3uy1d5j67d1s3gmfec?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Daugavpils.pdf%22%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27Daugavpils.pdf&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=PSFBSAZROHOHENDNACPGDOPOONMFHLBHNMKOEBGFNK%2F20260305%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20260305T135040Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=9e63c02ef9e7071aab6ff007682c828fa17ee7e26fe9a69b8e820677df8f9219
https://storage.basecamp.com/bc4-production-activestorage/be9f1b6zlw3uy1d5j67d1s3gmfec?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Daugavpils.pdf%22%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27Daugavpils.pdf&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=PSFBSAZROHOHENDNACPGDOPOONMFHLBHNMKOEBGFNK%2F20260305%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20260305T135040Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=9e63c02ef9e7071aab6ff007682c828fa17ee7e26fe9a69b8e820677df8f9219
https://storage.basecamp.com/bc4-production-activestorage/be9f1b6zlw3uy1d5j67d1s3gmfec?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Daugavpils.pdf%22%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27Daugavpils.pdf&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=PSFBSAZROHOHENDNACPGDOPOONMFHLBHNMKOEBGFNK%2F20260305%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20260305T135040Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=9e63c02ef9e7071aab6ff007682c828fa17ee7e26fe9a69b8e820677df8f9219


It’s time for a 
discussion!



What can the Urban 
Agenda Partnership 
on greening cities
bring to local 
authorities?



Greening Cities 
Partnership

Ministry of Development, 
Public Works and 
Administration, Romania
Mihaela Florea



Greening Cities Partnership
Work carried out since December 2022

Eight in-person meetings (Turin, Malmö, Brussels, Zagreb, Pontevedra, 

Utrecht, Krakow and Nuovo Circondario Imolese)

193+ stakeholders consulted (cities, regions, Member States, EU bodies)

Result: action plan to support NRR targets and urban greening

• National authorities

• Cities (Urban Authorities)

• European/ national city 

umbrella organisation

• Other stakeholders

• European institutions



Six Actions
• For an effective and efficient approach to address

climate and biodiversity challenges in cities, while
also linking it to the concept of nature-based solutions

• To continue the work of the Sustainable Use of Land
and Nature-based Solutions partnership without
overlapping actions.

Measure→Monitor → Regulate→ Fund→ Innovate→ Implement

1: Methodology for quantifying the demand for green infrastructure at
local level

2: Indicator system for Urban Nature Plans

3: Policies for achieving urban restoration targets / Urban Nature Plans

4: Strengthening structural funding for urban green infrastructure

5: Enhancing the use of innovative funding by urban authorities to
green cities

6: Urban Ecosystem Restoration Handbook



Action 1: ESPON GILL Methodology for Quantifying the 
Demand for Green Infrastructure at Local Level

The methodology is one of the deliverables of and was developed as part of the

ESPON GILL project by a consortium made up of the following companies:

OBJECTIVES:

• Deliver an evidence-based, scientifically robust, scalable, and user-friendly

methodology to guide policymakers and practitioners in quantifying the

demand for green (and blue) infrastructure at the local level.

• To map the gap between ecosystem service supply and human/ecosystem

needs.

• To tell where nature is “working” for the city, and where the city needs more

nature to “work” for it.



Action 1: ESPON GILL Methodology for Quantifying the 
Demand for Green Infrastructure at Local Level

The online User Manual ESPON GILL

provides the users with an interactive online

resource that is more practical and

accessible than a traditional static

document.

The methodology was tested in six cities: Imola (Italy),

Jastrebarsko (Croatia), Roeselare (Belgium), Sopot

(Poland), Tampere (Finland) and Târgu-Mureș

(Romania).



Action 1: ESPON GILL Methodology for Quantifying the 
Demand for Green Infrastructure at Local Level

Compiled analysis
In relation to seven main components

Extracted from case studies discussions



Further links and references

Action 1: Need for green - Methodology for quantifying the demand
for green infrastructure at local level

Action 2: Indicator system for Urban Nature Plans

Action 3: Policies for achieving urban restoration targets / Urban
Nature Plans

• Urban Nature Strategies: A self-assessment guide

• Monitoring and evaluation of the nature-positive urban strategies

Action 4: Strengthening structural funding for urban green
infrastructure

• Position paper

• Financing guide

• Guidebook

Action 5: Enhancing the use of innovative
funding by urban authorities to green cities

• Repository

Action 6: Urban Ecosystem Restoration
Handbook

Complete webinar series on Nature Restoration Regulation is available here.

https://www.espon.eu/projects/gill-methodology-quantifying-demand-green-infrastructure-local-level
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2026-01/20251119_UNP_Self-Assessment_guide_0.pdf
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https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2026-01/20251119_UNP_Self-Assessment_guide_0.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2026-02/20260226_M%26E_guidebook.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2026-02/20260226_M%26E_guidebook.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2026-02/20260226_M%26E_guidebook.pdf
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https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2026-02/20260226_M%26E_guidebook.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2026-02/20260226_M%26E_guidebook.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2026-02/20260226_M%26E_guidebook.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2025-04/20250410_Position_Paper_1.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2025-04/20250410_Position_Paper_1.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2025-04/20250410_Position_Paper_1.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2026-05/20260429_Barriers_to_Drivers_report.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2026-05/20260429_Barriers_to_Drivers_report.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2026-05/20260429_Barriers_to_Drivers_report.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2026-07/20260714_Guidebook_from_projects_to_pipelines.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2026-07/20260714_Guidebook_from_projects_to_pipelines.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2026-04/Innovative_Financing_Mechanisms_consolidated.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2026-04/Innovative_Financing_Mechanisms_consolidated.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/news/nature-restoration-regulation-action-complete-webinar-series-now-available-greening-cities


If you want to dig
into Nature-Based
Solutions



Links

Check the Nature-Based Solutions URBACT 

Knowledge Hub

Check the outputs from the Urban Agenda 

Partnership on Greening Cities 

Check interesting practices from GreenPlace, 

BiodiverCity and Re-Gen

https://urbact.eu/knowledge-hub/nature-based-solutions
https://urbact.eu/knowledge-hub/nature-based-solutions
https://urbact.eu/knowledge-hub/nature-based-solutions
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/partnerships/greening-cities
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/partnerships/greening-cities
https://urbact.eu/networks/greenplace
https://urbact.eu/networks/biodivercity
https://urbact.eu/networks/re-gen
https://urbact.eu/networks/re-gen
https://urbact.eu/networks/re-gen


Thank you very much for your
attention and enjoy the rest of the 

UCF!
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